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crops were sown: one such settlement inland,
and another on the coast. The house of the
Comogue chief was 150 feet long by 80 feet broad.
Here the chief sat in judgment and settled all
disputes. Each principal stated his case and
never dared to lie, so that no witnesses were
required. The chief then gave his decision and
there was an end of the matter. The chief received
no rent nor tribute, only personal service. He
was feared and loved. He had one wife; only
her sons succeeding. The people had maize and
bean crops, and also hunted game and fished in
the rivers. Their weapons were darts and clubs.
Deer and peccaries abounded, the latter in large
herds; and among game-birds the curassow,1
doves, and water-fowl. When there was a great
hunt the people lighted fires in the grass, and the
deer, half blinded by the smoke, came out within
easy range of the stone-tipped darts. The jaguars
were numerous and sufficiently dangerous to make
it necessary to close the houses against them at
night.

Of the religion of the Darien Indians little can
be known, for the superstitious Spaniards thought

1 Turkeys are Mexican birds, not found further south than
Guatemala.